
County Councillor’s Report for Parishes - February 2018 – Anna Bradnam  
for Milton, Landbeach, Waterbeach, Chittering, Horningsea and Fen Ditton  
 
Council Tax  
For several years the County Council has refused to increase its proportion of council 
tax, despite objections from opposition parties, which has meant there has been 
little money for road repairs and has  necessitated major revisions in library services 
and a programme of closure and reduction in children’s centres.  
In January the leading group on the County Council announced they plan to increase 
their proportion of council tax by 2.99% on top of the planned 2% increase for adult 
social care. This has been driven by the need to plug a budget gap of £4.3 million in 
their spending plans. Over this time the opposition has pointed out that increasing 
council tax is the only way to protect services for local residents. Meantime the 
government has massively reduced its funding to councils. The cumulative effect 
means that the funding crisis is greater than it might have been. 
So now the question is what will be done with the 2.99% (7.969 million) extra raised. 
Most of it, of course, will be used to shore up that £4.3 million funding gap but 
different parties are suggesting different ways of using the remainder. The leading 
party propose putting all of the remainder into a ‘smoothing reserve’ to help sort out 
financial problems in three years’ time. Liberal Democrats propose the remainder 
should be spent reversing the cuts to children’s centres, a bus pass for 16-18 year 
olds, highways and footpath improvements, street lighting and air quality 
monitoring. We’d also reverse the increase in allowances the leading party voted for 
this summer and reduce the number of committees.   
Labour proposes to spend most of it on street lighting, libraries, children in care, 
local highways projects and cycling, with the rest being put into a strategic reserve 
for children’s centres and beds to enable people to be discharged from hospital  
The final decision will be made at full council on 6 February when the budget will be 
set. 
 
Waterbeach New Town - Supplementary Planning Document - Joint Parishes 
Meeting. RLW gave a presentation to Horningsea parish council on 10 January. 
The next Joint Parishes meeting is scheduled for Wednesday 7 February 2018. 
 
Amey’s Waste Recovery Facility (incinerator) application 
There has been considerable disquiet in Waterbeach in the last month, since Amey 
submitted this application. Despite bringing their proposals to the Community 
Liaison Group and to public exhibitions during the summer, residents feel ill-
informed and the statutory timeframe allows limited time to consider the numerous 
documents. Cllr Ingrid Tregoing arranged a public meeting on 29th January and 
obtained an extension of time from County Planning to give more time for 
consultation. Residents are urged to look at the application online and submit their 
comments, so that their views can be taken into account when drawing up the 
report for planning committee. The application can be found here 
http://planning.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/swift/apas/run/wphappcriteria.display 
quoting the planning reference S/3372/17/CW and there is a link which enables you 
to leave a comment on that page by 5pm on Tuesday 6 February. 

http://planning.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/swift/apas/run/wphappcriteria.display


Abbey-Chesterton Bridge and the Chisholm Trail 
I attended the Local Liaison Forum at which the most recent details of the plans 
were presented by County Officers and the primary contractor, Carillion. It was 
uncomfortable to be receiving presentations on the build schedule whilst reading 
online that Carillion was collapsing, not least for the Carillion employee giving the 
presentation. The project has been approved so it is to be hoped that a new 
contractor will be found in due course. They proposed building the bridge on the Fen 
Road side of the river, then lifting it into place. This will require closure of the railway 
for a time because the two bridge are so close and considerable negotiation with 
Network Rail. In addition a new boardwalk will be built under the bridges for which 
the path will be closed for 3 months.  
 
Hazel and I continue to work with County Cllr Ian Manning (Chesterton) and County Officers 
to seek ways to reduce the ‘down-time’ at the Fen Road level crossing in Chesterton and to 
seek an alternative pedestrian route.  
  

Mobile Vehicle Activated Sign 
We await news from the County Highways Officer regarding delivery of the sign. 
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